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“Victorious warriors win first and then go to war, while defeated 
warriors go to war first and then seek to win”  

                       Sun Tzu 
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Early morning 
Monday Morning, October 28th 2019, the team 

is ready to receive the participants with open arms 

and a cup of coffee.  

 

Our host is ltcol Jan Sabiniarz, Deputy Commander 

 of the CIMIC Center of Excellence. The center is located 

 at the Netherlands MoD Complex Brasserskade in 

 The Hague. 
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The start… 

Today’s news:  
What did you miss…attending Connections NL 2019! 
 

 
Brussels: EU extends Brexit deadline.  
The UK gets an extension untill Januari 31rst 2020. Perhaps 

the Johnson government might be able to achieve Brexit at an 

earlier time.  According to Tusk, Chairman of the European 

Counsel on Twitter. 

 

While in the Netherlands 
More than 1000 Cranes, Cattapillars, Trucks and other vehicles 

used in construction descend on the Malieveld (Malie park) in 

The Hague, to protest the massive impact of environmental 

laws on the building projects. Some of which are initiated by the 

Government itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the newsflash for Connections NL 2018!  
 

The chances of Britain holding a second referendum on 

Brexit just got higher. 

Britain's opposition Labour party voted overwhelmingly Tuesday 

for a policy that would put a new vote on the table if Prime 

Minister Theresa May failed tot get an eventual Brexit deal 

through the UK Parliament. 
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Swen Stoop : “The Power of Board-games” 

The value of strange boxes 

As he did before, Swen took along a big part of his board 

and miniature wargames. Innitally just to show the 

excistence of a broad range of wargames and wargame 

formats.  

Even so, to most, these remained just strange boxes. So 

it might be a good Idea for Swen to introduced the 

wargames and to explain their pupose at Connections. 

I.e. they are commercially available, essentially open 

source wargames. To the wargame professional the offer 

easy access to a deluge of lessons about wargame 

design and execution. 
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Hans Steensma : “Presenting the sixth Connections NL” 

Making history! 

1. 2014 Fort Werk IV (Bussum) 
2. 2015 Fort bij Vechten (Bunnik) 
3. 2016 Fort Altena (Werkendam) 

4. 2017 Fort 1881 (Hoek van Hollend) 
5. 2018 Fort WKU (Tull en ‘t Waal) 
6. 2019 Complex Brasserskade (The Hague) 

Our Purpose: 
 

• Advance (war)gaming 

• Create interpersonal 
connections among 

(war)gamers 

• Grow the Connections 
community 

Roll Call at 10. More than 50% new 

participants at Connections NL. We are 
growing! 
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Bas Kreuger : “Historical Perspective” 

A quick dive into wargaming History 
As an introduction of the seminar Bas Kreuger, our 

historian, scetches key landmarks in the history of 

wargaming.  

 

Painting wargaming as a profession that has played a 

part in the creation of the world of today. With a 

massive amount of experience that forms a solid 

foundation to let the profession grow. 
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Key-note: Arnoud Franken 

Arnoud Franken 

Arnoud works at InContext Consultancy Group; He looks at Strategy and Change through a 
(war)gaming perspective 

He is also a Fellow at the Cranfield University, and has received the Cranfield School of 
Management Teaching and Learning Award. 

  
Today, Arnoud takes us along in a wargame journey; a journey where 

3rd Commando Brigade used wargaming to change their strategy in 
the face of a situation that was totally unexpected. 

In the span of 6 weeks the Brigade build and ran the wargame, 
developing a new strategy that proved effective and enduring. Even 
using the wargame to continuously assess the situation, and adapt 

strategy when required. 

Importantly, 3rd Commando Brigade succeeded by involving all 
relevant stakeholders from government, security forces and the 
community in the design and excution of the wargame. 

Additionally, and underlined by Arnoud in his presentation. a critical 

key to the success was a change in perspective and orientation. From 
an orientation to win the battle, towards an orientation on 
maintaining a secure living environment. In essence a task that is 
never finished. Or in the Arnoud’s words: from a Finite task 
orientation towards and Infinite task orientation.  

 

 

 

 



8 

Connections NL 2019 28th October, 2019 

Key-note: Niels Woudstra 

Niels started his presentation by quoting Sun Tsu. In 

this manner he  articulated a relationship between 

wargaming and strategy. 

Niels took us to class by showing us that wargaming 

is much older than we remember, and present in 

places we have not yet looked overly much: in the 

words and deeds of Sun Tsu! 

Niels then took us along in a journey along the current 

strategic perspective as seen from Europe. Illustrating 

and Sun Tsu and wargaming can inform us about 

effective strategies for the future. 

 

 

 

 

Niels Woudstra 

Captain/ Kapitein ter Zee 

NL Deputy Military Representative to NATO and EU 

Former Associate Professor Netherlands Defense Academy (NLDA). 
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Key-note: Natalja Wojtowicz 

Natalia designs and executes wargames at the 

CIMIC Center of Excellence for training and 

analysis.  

At the same time she is involved in a PhD study on 

Wargaming Experience.  At Connections NL 2019 

she shared some of her research results.  

Of interest was the conceptual model she 

developed about allignment between game design 

and the task that the wargame is to support.  

  

Natalia Wojtowicz 

She works at Civil-Military Cooperation Centre of Excellence, in The Hague 

She is a SME in War gaming, Modelling and Simulation, and a PhD student at Delft 
University, undertaking a PhD in Wargaming Experience. 
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Leon Veenhuijzen: “Introducing the afternoon games” 

1. TNO Cyber synergy game: a bank 
under attack! 

2. Province of South-Holland: 
Archipel-game, coordinating on 

an group of islands! 

3. Bello Ludi: classic war game, are 
you better than Napoleon? 

4. Blok 74: Urban Gaming, can you 
help Milena in rescuing 

Rotterdam citizens? 

5. The NHW-game: refight the 1940 
battle of The Netherlands, but 

now on the Hollandse Waterlinie.  
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Game Carrousel: TNO Cyber Synergy 

Cyber security is so much more than a bunch of guys, and 

some girls, typing at computer consoles. In reality cyber 

security is a collaborative effort and  involves many 

members of an organisation. 

In the TNO Cyber Synergy Game participants explore and 

experience collaboration in recognizing and defeating 

cyber threats to their (hypothetical) bank. The game was 

hosted by Rudy Boonekamp. 
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Game Carrousel: PZH Archipel-game 

 
 
The Dutch are fammous for the collaborative politics, in 

Dutch this is called the polder model. 

However, even in the Netherlands playing a game about 

reality and current day sensitive political issues can be 

challenging.  

 

However in a hypothetical wargame it becomes  possible to 

address, explore and resolve sensitive issues. In this sense 

the simulation game, here the Archipelago Game, becomes 

an enabler in the policy development for the provincial 

government of  South Holland. Designed and run by Rens 

van den Bergh 

  

 
 



Using a classical miniature wargame to enable and enhance 

collaborative strategey development. That is the proposition 

of Bello Ludi. 

 

It was great fun to observe the enthousiasm and immersion 

of the participants in the Napoleonic encounter. The 

simplified game rules streamlined game play and enabled 

immersion by the participants. Strategy and collaboration 

became real in an otherwise synthetic environment.  

 

The game host were Peter van Dop and Jurgen Vos  
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Game Carrousel: Bello Ludi: classic war game 
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Game Carrousel: NHW game: attack the Dutch Water-line 

The Dutch and Water, always together, through storm 

and calm. 

Bas Kreuger and Leon Veenhuijzen hosted a Matrix 

Game on the Dutch Waterline during the dark days of 

May 1040.  

Participants in the Matrix Game experience and 

explore alternative courses of history in the success or 

failure of the Dutch Water defences in modern day 

(1940s) warfare. 
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Game Carrousel: Blok 74: urban gaming in flooded Rotterdam 

Milena Ivkovic is an architect employing simulation games in 

urban planning and development. Supporting decision makers and 

elliciting urban populations to participate in planning and 

development of their town and city. 

At Connections NL 2019 Milena hosted an Urban Crisis Game, 

surving a urban flood with limited means. 
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Key-note: Volko Ruhnke (via Skype) 

Volko Ruhnke joined Connections by Skype, which 

worked surprisingly well! 

A key point in his presentation was that in Intelligence 

tasks both wargame design and wargame play offer 

valuable and important contributions. 

Game play is a methodology to analyse complex 

behavior, to develop understanding, and advice 

decision makers. 

Game design is equally important. In game design 

expert mental models are collected, made explicit, 

analysed and integrated into a visible game model.  

In essence the game model represents the shared 

understanding about the behavior of a complex 

system.    
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Game night 
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The gamers:       The crew: 

Kreuger Bas Connections NL 

Steensma Hans Connections NL 

Stoop Swen Connections NL 

Veenhuijzen Leon Connections NL 

The connections: 
 
www.connections-netherlands.nl 
connections-wargaming.com 
www.professionalwargaming.co.uk 
paxsims.worldpress.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Elmar van Kordenoordt 

Eric Versleijen 

Michiel  Abbenes 

Han de Nijs 

Michiel de Boer 

Mick Verbrugge 

Rian van Meeteren 

Rudi Roelen 

Marcel van Kerkvoorde 

Ivo de Nooijer 

Jan Veldsink 

Louis de Koning 

Mark Telgenkamp 

Martijn Docters van Leeuwen 

Nettie Wester 

Onno van Eijk 

Philip de Koning 

Marcel Prinsenberg 

Hans  van der Horst 

Milena Ivkovic 

Onno Bloemers 

Peter van Dop 

Jurgen Vos 

Rens van den Bergh 

Rudy Boonekamp 

Patrick Trijsburg 

Ferry Pieters 

Lennart Hofman 

Niels Woudstra 

Joost  Hermans 

Arnoud Franken 

Job Holwerda 

Natalia Wojtowicz 

Rik Hoogendoorn 

Mark ten Oever 

Diederik Stolk 

Reinier Hattink 

Erik Elgersma 

Jurrie  van der Zwaan 

Monique Maquiné 

Raymond Zoetigheid 

Rutger van der Lee 

Hein Baartmans 

Julien Draillard Losada 

Bart Anten 

Gjalt Anker 

Cinthia Nijssen 

Frank ten Doeschate 

Herman Lindeboom 

http://www.connections-netherlands.nl
http://www.connections-netherlands.nl
http://www.connections-netherlands.nl
http://www.connections-wargaming.com
http://www.connections-wargaming.com
http://www.connections-wargaming.com
http://www.professionalwargaming.co.uk
http://www.paxsims.worldpress.com
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