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Why game corruption?
• Corruption is commonplace, especially—but certainly not
entirely—in the developing world
• It is an important element of economic, political, and even
military “friction”
• It can have adverse effects on social and economic policy.
• It may (or may not) be deeply corrosive of political legitimacy.

Types of corruption
• John Waterbury (1967) put forward a useful typology of
corruption:
• endemic
• low-level bribe-taking

• developmental
• economic elites buying access and favours

• planned
• corruption and patron-client/neopatrimonial politics

Endemic corruption
• May be rooted in:
• weak rule of law
• traditional practices
• low civil service pay

Developmental corruption
• New or old economic
elites using financial
power to avoid the
law:
• entrepreneurialism
• changes in social
power

Planned corruption
• Tolerance of corruption or
other illegal activity as a
patronage reward.
• Self-financing.
• Easily withdrawn.
• Often blurry boundaries
between corruption and
patronage.

How might corruption figure in a game?
• As a complicating element.
• “When doing A, B or C, you need to be aware of X.”

• As an important secondary dynamic.
• “Doing A, B, or C likely involves efforts to mitigate or address X.”

• As the primary focus of the game.
• “How does one reduce or eliminate X?”
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AP – Following last year’s landmark deal with the BINDA
Ministry of Energy, the NOC will create 1000 jobs in the
petroleum sector. Just in time for our Day of Independence,
things couldn’t be looking brighter for ALTY’s future [p. A5]
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To keep these instructions, choose Print from the File
menu. Press Enter to print the template. Replace the
sample text with your own text to create your newsletter.

Using Styles in This Template

ACA Begins Corruption
Probe

To change the Style of any paragraph, select the text by
positioning your cursor anywhere in the paragraph. Select a
Style from the drop-down Style list at the top-left of your
screen. Press Enter to accept your choice.

The newly formed Anti-Corruption Agency has begun probes
into the nefarious dealings of our former government. The
ACA’s chief pledged, in a press conference yesterday, to root
out the corruption of the past, and drive forward to a brighter,
future.

The styles available in this template allow you to change the
look of your headlines and other text.
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Business: NOC to Create 1000 Jobs
Entertainment: Brad and Angelina are at it Again!
Sports: Tiger Woods isn’t out of the woods, yet!
Business: OLCO awarded Massive NOC Contract

See Page 4 to learn how to edit or replace this picture.
The following is a list of some styles and their uses:
Body Text - Use this style for the regular text of an article.

International: New AML Measures from the World Bank
International: Stuart Yikona Named UN Secretary General

Byline - Use this style for the name of the author of an
article.
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Teams have 90 minutes to complete these tasks before resources renew and new information packages are distributed.
At the end of turn 4, no new resources will be allocated, no new information will be distributed, instead, players will need to present cases.

Corruption as “played dynamic”
• If addressing corruption is to be gamed, we need some underlying
model of how it operates.
• rules/AI-based
• player self-interest

Considerations
• Framing
• What is corruption? Perceived vs experienced corruption.
• Ideally, a game should represent corruption as local actors see it—not as
outsiders do.

• The politics of corruption.
• The unintended consequences of interventions.
• Aid and humanitarian assistance.
• Peace and stabilization operations.
• Economic reform. Regulation.

Considerations
• Real life interests.
• Adaptable actors.

• Coalition-building for reform.
• Real life trade-offs.
• “All good things” do NOT always go together.

• Real life (sometimes unintended) consequences.

