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Korea has been divided since 1945. The Korean War of 1950–1953 ended with an armistice agreement but not a 

peace settlement. A sporadic conflict has continued, with American troops remaining in the South as part of a 

mutual defence treaty. The North began building a nuclear reactor in 1963, and it began a nuclear weapons program 

in the 1980s. North Korea first committed to denuclearization in 1992 in the Joint Declaration of the 

Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. In a speech authored by David Frum, President George W. Bush referred 

to North Korea as part of an "axis of evil" during his 2002 State of the Union address, but in the 2005 Joint Statement 

of the Fourth Round of the Six-Party Talks, North Korea reaffirmed the 1992 Joint Declaration and the goal of 

verifiable denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. In 2008, North Korea voluntarily gave information on its nuclear 

program in exchange for sanction relief, and they were taken off the State Sponsors of Terrorism list. Despite this, 

nuclear inspectors were barred from surveying any North Korean weapons facilities. The Obama administration had 

a policy of "strategic patience", in which perceived North Korean provocations would not be "rewarded" with 

presidential attention or the sending of high-level envoys but instead be punished with sanctions and greater 

military coordination with South Korea and Japan. More nuclear tests were conducted in the succeeding years, and 

the 2010 bombardment of Yeonpyeong markedly raised tensions between North Korea and South Korea. The 

escalation of North Korea's nuclear program advanced particularly under the rule of Kim Jong-un, who became the 

leader in December 2011, after his father Kim Jong-il died. 

Donald Trump was elected US President in 2016 with a position of opposition to Barack Obama's policy of "strategic 

patience" towards North Korea. While advocating a tough stance, he also expressed openness to dialogue, saying he 

would be prepared to "eat a hamburger" with Kim. He put himself at odds with military allies, saying that it would be 

better if South Korea and Japan protect themselves. In return, a pro-North Korean website, DPRK Today, described 

him as a "wise politician". The editorial suggested that Trump might make the slogan "Yankee go home" a reality. In 

2017, Moon Jae-in was elected President of South Korea with a promise to return to the Sunshine Policy of friendly 

relations with the North. 

North Korea successfully tested its first intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), named Hwasong-14, in July 2017. In 

response to heightened North Korean rhetoric, Trump warned that any North Korean attack "will be met with fire, 

fury and frankly power, the likes of which the world has never seen before". In response, North Korea announced 

that it was considering a missile test in which the missiles would land near the US territory of Guam. North Korea 

tested what some sources argued may have been its first hydrogen bomb on September 3. The test was 

internationally condemned, and further economic sanctions were put on North Korea. The United States also added 

North Korea back to its State Sponsors of Terrorism list after nine years. On November 28, North Korea launched the 

Hwasong-15, which, according to analysts, would be capable of reaching anywhere in the United States. The United 

Nations responded by placing further sanctions on the country. After North Korea claimed that the missile was 

capable of "carrying a super-heavy nuclear warhead and hitting the whole mainland of the U.S.", Kim-Jong-Un 

announced that they had "finally realized the great historic cause of completing the state nuclear force", putting 

them in a position of strength to push the United States into talks. 

In his New Year address for 2018, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un celebrated completing their nuclear capabilities 

and proposed talks for sending a delegation to the upcoming Winter Olympics in South Korea. In January a false 

missile alert alarmed Hawaii. The Seoul–Pyongyang hotline was reopened after almost two years. North Korea sent 

an unprecedented high-level delegation, headed by Kim Yo-jong, sister of Kim Jong-un, and President of the 

Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly Kim Yong-nam, and including performers like the Samjiyon Orchestra.  

The delegation passed on an invitation to President Moon to visit North Korea. The United States was represented 

by Vice President Mike Pence. After arriving late to a dinner hosted by President Moon, he was asked to greet the 

other dignitaries, but he shook hands with everyone except Kim Yong-nam and left early. North and South Korean 

athletes marched together in the Olympics opening ceremony and fielded a united women's ice hockey team. 
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Despite fears of a massive conflict, a détente began to develop when on March 8, 2018, the White House confirmed 

that Trump would accept a meeting invitation from Kim Jong-un. At the time, they were supposed to meet in May. 

On May 15, 2018, North Korea cut off talks with South Korea and threatened to cancel the planned U.S.-North Korea 

summit, citing military exercises between the United States and South Korea. 

 This cancellation was quickly reversed when Trump received an uncharacteristically friendly reply from Kim. On June 

12, 2018, Trump and Kim met at the summit in Singapore, in the first summit meeting between the leaders of the 

two countries. Over the course of the summit, the two leaders engaged in several discussions and signed a joint 

statement calling for security, stability, and lasting peace. 

 

This is a Matrix Game about the current situation in the region. 

 

 

 

The Carl Vinson Strike Group2 

Currently located in the East China Sea.  
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 The composition of the Strike Group is purely representative. 
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The Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 

 

The Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ); is a strip of land running across the Korean Peninsula. It is established by the 

provisions of the Armistice Agreement for the Restoration of the South Korean State to serve as a buffer zone 

between the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea) and the Republic of Korea (South Korea). The 

Demilitarized zone (DMZ) is a border barrier that divides the Korean Peninsula roughly in half. The DMZ is 250 

kilometres (160 miles) long, and about 4 kilometres (2.5 miles) wide. 

  



Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) 

 

Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD), formerly Theater High Altitude Area Defense, is a United States Army 

anti-ballistic missile system which is designed to shoot down short, medium, and intermediate range ballistic missiles 

in their terminal phase using a hit-to-kill approach. THAAD was developed after the experience of Iraq's Scud missile 

attacks during the Gulf War in 1991. The missile carries no warhead, but relies on the kinetic energy of impact to 

destroy the incoming missile. A kinetic energy hit minimizes the risk of exploding conventional warhead ballistic 

missiles, and nuclear tipped ballistic missiles will not detonate upon a kinetic energy hit. 

The United States declared that a Battery from an Air Defence Regiment, would be deployed to Guam to defend 

against a possible North Korean IRBM attack targeting the island. 

In July 2016, American and South Korean military officials agreed to deploy the THAAD missile defence system in the 

country to counter North Korea's growing threats and use of ballistic missile and nuclear tests; each THAAD unit 

consists of six truck-mounted launchers, 48 interceptors, a fire control and communications unit, and an AN/TPY-2 

radar.  

On April 23, 2018, at the THAAD site in the southern city of Seongju, South Korea, clashes took place between 

protesters and riot police over construction equipment entering the site. While the South Korean Ministry of 

Defense insisted that repair work for military facilities are required to improve soldiers' accommodations, protesters 

countered that the government intended to perpetuate THAAD deployment. 

Although permanent deployment of THAAD was postponed by President Moon to conduct an environmental impact 

study, the anti-THAAD groups believe the issue remains unsettled , especially as President Moon only ordered a 

temporary deployment of THAAD in the wake of North Korea's nuclear weapons and missile threats. Furthermore, 

North Korea's apparent willingness to relinquish its nuclear weapons, its halt to nuclear and missile tests and its 

destruction of the Punggye-ri test site, has vindicated anti-THAAD groups' stance that THAAD is unnecessary.  

As one spokesperson for the protesters said, "there is no more North Korea as an excuse.” Therefore, should Trump 

and Kim reach an agreement for denuclearizing North Korea in return for its economic development and regime 

security, Moon should consider the anti-THAAD groups’ stance and the lack of “North Korea as an excuse.” 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



The Matrix Game Construction Kit 

The ultimate matrix game design kit 

In a "matrix game” there are few pre-set rules limiting what players can do. Instead, each is free to undertake any 

plausible action during their turn. The chances of success or failure, as well as the effects of the action, are largely 

determined through structured argument and discussion. This process allows for imaginative game dynamics that 

are lively and open-ended, and yet also grounded in reality. 

 

Matrix games are particularly well-suited for complex conflicts and issues involving multiple actors and stake-

holders, varying interests and agendas, and a broad range of (diplomatic/political, military, social, and economic) 

dimensions. The game system crowdsources ideas and insight from participants, thereby fostering greater analytical 

insight. 

First developed by Chris Engle, matrix games have been played by hobbyists for years. They have also been used as 

serious games for training at the US Army War College, National Defense University, the Central Intelligence Agency, 

and elsewhere; for defence planning, capability assessment, and acquisitions in Australia, Canada, the UK, and US; 

for security planning for the Vancouver Olympics; as a research and analytical support tool at the UK Foreign Office; 

and as an educational method in various universities. They are particularly well-suited for multi-sided conflicts or 

other issues that involve a broad range of capabilities and interaction. 

MaGCK contains everything that is required to play two different matrix games, or to design your own matrix games 

addressing almost any aspect of modern conflict: 

 A core set of matrix game rules. 

 Player briefings and supplementary rules for ISIS CRISIS, a matrix game that explores the rise and decline of 

the so-called “Islamic State” insurgency in Iraq. Two scenarios are included: "The Caliphate Reborn?" (set in 

September 2014) and "Road to Mosul” (starting January 2016). 

 Player briefings, map tiles, and supplementary rules for A RECKONING OF VULTURES, a game that explores 

coup plotting and political skullduggery in a fictional dictatorship. 

 255 large blank game tokens in eight colours, together with over 700 stickers depicting various unit types, 

other assets, capabilities, and effects. The stickers are used to customize the game tokens, offering 

enormous flexibility for matrix game designers. 

 80 smaller discs in the same colours as above, which can be used to indicate damage, supplies and 

resources, political influence, or other characteristics. 

 10 two-sided tracking mats, with various scales (+/-3, 1-3, 1-10, days, months, and so forth) 

 Assorted dice. 

In addition, purchasers of MaGCK gain access to templates so they can print additional stickers using readily-

available sticker sheets and any laser printer—thus making it possible to produce an unlimited number of games and 

scenarios. See: https://www.thegamecrafter.com/games/magck-matrix-game-construction-kit   

https://www.thegamecrafter.com/games/magck-matrix-game-construction-kit


Abbreviated Matrix Game Rules 

How to Play a Matrix Game  

In a Matrix Game, actions are resolved by a structured 

sequence of logical "arguments". Each player takes 

turns to make an argument, with successful 

arguments advancing the game, and the player's 

position. There are a number of ways you can do this, 

depending on the size of the game and the purpose 

(each has their own strengths and weaknesses), but 

the one recommended for this game is: 

The "Pros and Cons" System 

In this system, each argument is broken down into: 

• The active Players states: Something That 

Happens and a Number of Reasons Why it Might 

Happen (Pros). 

• The other Players state: A Number of Reasons 

Why it Might NOT Happen (if they can think of any) 

(Cons). 

 

The game needs a Facilitator to adjudicate on the 

arguments, but if you have a limited number of 

players, you can take it in turns to be the Facilitator – 

this works out much better than you might imagine 

and helps reinforce the idea that your role in the 

game might be in conflict with others, but you are all 

working together to generate a credible narrative. 

The advantage of this system is that you formalise the 

Pros and Cons of an argument and the role of the 

Facilitator becomes that of ensuring that the Pros and 

Cons carry equal weight - perhaps making compelling 

reasons worth two Pros and two or three weaker 

reasons against only worth one Con. You need to 

ensure you don't end up with a laundry list of trivial 

reasons, or the player re-stating a reason already 

accepted in a slightly different way in a desperate 

attempt to gain points.  

One very useful benefit of the "Pros and Cons" system 

is that it provides reasons for failure should the dice 

roll not succeed. You can also more easily run the 

game with very knowledgeable players.  

Notes about arguments  

The important thing to remember in a Matrix game is 

that arguments can be made about anything that is 

relevant to the scenario. You can argue about your 

own troops or about the enemy, the existence of 

people, places, things or events, the weather, plague, 

disease or public opinion. The actions and 

consequences of arguments are reflected in the 

placement of the generic counters on a map 

(examples are enclosed below), forming narrative 

markers for the game; or by writing the results on a 

whiteboard or flipchart so the players can keep track 

of what is going on. 

Some things can seem a little odd to new players – 

"how can he argue about my troops?" – It is true, he 

can't give them orders, but he could argue that their 

morale and motivation are low because they haven't 

been paid in months. The only criteria for judgement 

is the likelihood of the event taking place. With a bit 

of imagination, common sense and rational thinking, 

it is possible to present persuasive arguments as to 

what should happen in any scenario - from traditional 

military campaigns to the strange world of defence 

procurement. 

A common error in Matrix games is for a player to 

argue about another player being influenced by 

something or them agreeing to a course of action. The 

player is present and can simply be asked – so that a 

little time between turns to allow the players to 

negotiate with each other (in secret if necessary) 

makes for a better game. It might be that a player 

wants to argue that all parties come to negotiations – 

in which case let them state their case, then ask the 

other players if they want to come along. If they agree 

then the argument is an automatic success. 

Arguments are for measurable actions – if the players 

want to negotiate with each other, they can do that in 

between turns. 

Sometimes players get carried away with their 

arguments and try to do several different things. This 

isn't allowed in a Matrix game – you only get to do 

one action a turn because part of the insight comes 

from deciding what the highest priority is. The action 

itself could be large (like a general mobilisation of the 

Militia), but it must be a single action, so mobilising 

the Militia and providing the Police with heavy 

weapons would be two separate actions – which one 

do you want to do first? 

If two arguments are in direct opposition ("This 

happens" - "No it doesn't") they represent a Logical 

Inconsistency since they cannot both be true. The 

earlier argument has already happened, so it is 

impossible for it not to have happened. The later 

player may argue that the event is reversed, but this 

tends to make for a poor narrative in the game and 

should be discouraged. 



Reasonable Assumptions and Established 

Facts 

It is important that the Facilitator understands the 

difference between "reasonable assumptions" in the 

game, such as the proposition that well trained and 

equipped Special Forces soldiers are going to be much 

more effective in combat than untrained protestors; 

and "established facts" which are facts that have been 

specifically mentioned in the game briefings or have 

become established during play as the result of 

successful arguments.  

The former can be deployed as supporting reasons 

(Pros and Cons), but the latter need to have been 

argued successfully in order for them to be included. 

Many inexperienced players will make vast all-

encompassing arguments full of assumptions that are 

not reasonable. For example: It is not a reasonable 

assumption that an unarmed Protestor counter could 

fight off trained Police. It is reasonable to assume that 

the Police are trained, armed, equipped and quite 

capable of dealing with a group of protestors (after 

all, that is their job). It would be necessary to argue 

for large number of Protestors, argue that they had 

weapons of some sort or argue that they were 

especially devoted or fanatical about their cause, for 

them to have a reasonable chance of beating the 

Police.  

Of course, you might argue that your Protesters 

undergo special training, get access to firearms, or are 

simply fired up with enthusiasm by the powerful and 

impassioned speech from their leader, so they get a 

bonus. In this case, you should mark the counter with 

a +1 or something similar (depending on the strength 

of the argument) to show their improved status. 

Game Length and Turn Length 

The game should last a minimum of 6 turns as it is 

essential that sufficient turns are allowed to develop 

the narrative and force the players to have to live with 

the consequences of their actions from earlier in the 

game.  Each turn represents a deliberately vague 

period defined by the game Facilitator and the 

arguments are the "headline events" that took place 

in the period.  

End of Turn "Consequence Management" 

At the end of each game turn (a cycle of player 

arguments) the Facilitator should go over those 

successful and failed arguments that have generate 

new "established facts" in the game. They should also 

review situations that are on-going, such as the 

generation of refugees from fighting or the arrival of 

new recruits to a popular cause. If these have not 

been countered during the turn by a successful 

argument, the Facilitator should make them continue 

until someone does make an argument to stop them.  

It might also be that some of the arguments, when 

considered as a whole, will have additional or even 

unintended consequences that are reasonable to 

expect to arise. It is therefore worth taking time to 

consider the consequences of the players’ arguments 

beyond their immediate results. Invite the players to 

consider the events of the turn, suggest possible 

consequences and then agree on the most likely that 

should be taken forward to the next turn.  

In some games, it is worthwhile having an individual 

(if you have one to spare) who is particularly 

experienced about the sort of subject that the Matrix 

Game is focussed on, make “the law of unintended 

consequences” arguments at the end of a turn. This 

can help to formalise the process and provide good 

examples to widen the players’ understanding of the 

consequences of their actions. 

Inter-Turn Negotiations 

As we have already said, the actual “arguments” of 

the Matrix Game are about actions that take place in 

the course of the game. In most cases, the actors 

represented by the players may well want to engage 

in face to face negotiation with each other in an effort 

to strike a deal. Players attempting to make 

Arguments saying that they want to “influence the 

Prime Minister” are essentially pointless if the Prime 

Minister is represented by another player. If they 

want to strike a deal, then they had better head off to 

a quiet corner of the room and try a little influence in 

real life. Of course, if a player wants to make an 

argument about a position or group not represented 

by another player, they are welcome to do so in the 

normal way. 

In analytical games, it is important to record the 

essential elements of these discussions. What was 

suggested? Was agreement reached and why? If no 

agreement was reached what were the private and 

public reasons why the negotiations were 

unsuccessful? Analysis of these “off-table” 

negotiations and the reasons the players felt why they 

were successful or failures can provide important 

insights.  

 



Secret arguments  

There will be some cases where you want to hide 

from the other players the thing you want to argue 

about. It could be that you have booby trapped a 

piece of equipment you think your opponent will use, 

or that you have swapped the vital blueprints for a set 

of fake ones in case the safe is broken into. In this 

case, you simply write down your argument on a piece 

of paper and present it to the Facilitator announcing 

to the other players that you are making a secret 

argument. The Facilitator will make a judgment and 

you will roll the dice normally, but the other players 

have no idea what it is about. 

You should be careful, however, that the players don't 

make too many secret arguments. This can ruin the 

game's atmosphere and reduce the focus, so that the 

game drags on unnecessarily. They also depend on 

the judgement of the Facilitator as to their success of 

failure, rather than being decided on a consensual 

basis from the participants. They must only be 

permitted when they refer to quite specific things or 

events. An argument about gathering information 

from a spy, in most games, will be quite a generic 

argument and should be argued openly. Similarly 

Arguing about the placement of an IED to catch forces 

moving down a route should be made openly as the 

results will take effect the same turn. It is only really 

for secret things you need to establish several turns in 

advance. 

Measures of Success 

In many arguments success or failure may not be a 

simple "Yes" or "No" proposition. There might well be 

a sliding scale of success or failure in terms of 

numbers or the quality of the outcome, which is 

usually represented by the score on the dice. If you 

needed a 7+ to succeed and rolled a double-six (12), 

this can indicate an especially notable success. 

Conversely, a roll of a double-one, it could represent a 

disastrous failure. 

More information 

There has been quite a lot of discussion about Matrix 

games, including links to example games on the 

“PAXsims” Blog that are worth reading: 

https://paxsims.wordpress.com/?s=Matrix+Game  

Professor Rex Brynen was also interviewed by the 

GrogHeads “GrogCast” Podcast, a copy of what he 

said about Matrix Games is here: 

http://grogheads.com/?podcast=grogcast-season-2-

episode-12 with the discussion about Matrix Games 

starting at the 31-minute mark. 

Conduct of the Game: 

The players should be formed into teams around the 

Actors in the game. They should be provided with the 

introductory background (above) and their Actor 

brief; and provided with a short period in which to 

study the brief. They should then write down a few (3 

or 4) short, pithy, objectives they would wish to 

achieve in the game in accordance with their briefs. 

One of these should be a longer-term objective, with a 

reach of a minimum of 20 years in order to ensure 

that the players address something other than short-

term goals and reactions to other player's actions in 

the game. Play should then commence in the normal 

way. The final turn should be followed by a discussion 

of the objectives, and comparison made with the 

Actor's achievements during the game.

 

Full rules here: https://www.thegamecrafter.com/games/pdf-only-magck-matrix-game-construction-kit-user-guide  

Game Turn Length: 

The length represented by a game turn will be variable during the game, but will normally be "about 2 weeks". 

Actors in the Game and Order of Play: 

• USA 

• North Korea 

• Japan 

• China 

• South Korea 

• Russia 

https://paxsims.wordpress.com/?s=Matrix+Game
http://grogheads.com/?podcast=grogcast-season-2-episode-12
http://grogheads.com/?podcast=grogcast-season-2-episode-12
https://www.thegamecrafter.com/games/pdf-only-magck-matrix-game-construction-kit-user-guide


 

Actor Brief: The USA4 

While the press has been full of stories about frustration with North Korea's lack of rapid follow-through on its 

denuclearization pledge at the Singapore summit, President Trump and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo are right in 

saying that the United States needs to give that process time. 

North Korea recently began the apparent dismantling of key facilities at its Sohae space launch centre, which is a 

step in the right direction, since they might be used to test ballistic missiles. So is Pyongyang's return of possible 

remains of American soldiers killed in the Korean War intended to help improve the political atmosphere for further 

talks. But there is a long road ahead. And despite the political momentum created by the summit, there remains a 

danger that the effort will stall without steady progress. 

Constant public sniping about the summit and its aftermath has obscured the positive steps taken by Washington, 

Seoul and Pyongyang over the past few months. No one would have predicted at the beginning of 2018 all the 

progress there has been to date — especially the U.S.-North Korean summit and the North's halting of missile and 

nuclear tests, the dismantlement of the nuclear test site and the apparent start of dismantlement of a major missile 

test facility — and now the return of possible remains of U.S. soldiers. Indeed, at the beginning of the year, most 

experts were asserting that the change in Kim Jong Un's line toward engagement was just another meaningless 

peace offensive. 

Critics are right in asserting that, so far, none of these tangible measures touch on the core challenges of 

denuclearization — finally ridding Pyongyang of its nuclear weapons and the missiles to deliver them. However, 

dismissing them as mere window dressing is a mistake. Though limited, they are not meaningless in terms of their 

impact on North Korea's ability to modernize its nuclear and missile forces. These steps are important to build 

confidence and provide space for what are likely to be complicated negotiations to deal with central security 

concerns on both sides. 

Many observers believe that the Trump administration should see it as positive leverage to secure its 

denuclearization objectives, starting with the following steps: 

Secure information on Pyongyang's nuclear and missile programs: Since there are still uncertainties about North 

Korea's effort, a declaration will be essential. A significant initial step forward would be for the North to come clean 

on where it produces the nuclear material to build bombs and how much material it has produced. Both will provide 

a firm basis for subsequent steps to verifiably freeze, roll back and eliminate its nuclear arsenal. 

Build cooperation for on-site verification: After years of hostility, rather than seeking highly intrusive inspections 

right off the bat, it might be wise to first work out cooperation-building measures. For example, the North could 

allow foreign inspectors to visit its nuclear test site and other facilities Pyongyang has been dismantling to confirm its 

claims. 

Get the denuclearization ball rolling: Since it isn't going to happen overnight, the U.S. and North Korea need to start 

work on a negotiated, phased agreement that directly affects the North's ability to produce weapons. 

Any new agreement should also include the dismantlement of all remaining rocket engine test sites in North Korea 

that could be used to develop long-range missiles. 

All of these steps would present important progress, but they can't be achieved without hard work and, most 

importantly, a serious negotiating effort. That hard work cannot be done by Pompeo during two-day visits to 

Pyongyang or a U.S.-North Korean "working group" that meets at the Demilitarized Zone that divides the two Koreas. 

It will require a sustained, face-to-face effort that may take months, and even years. 
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Actor Brief: North Korea5 

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea is a genuine workers' state in which all the people are completely 

liberated from exploitation and oppression. The workers, peasants, soldiers and intellectuals are the true masters of 

their destiny and are in a unique position to defend their interests. The DPRK is guided in its activities by the Juche 

idea authored by President Kim Il Sung. The Juche idea means that the masters of the revolution and construction 

are the masses of the people and that they are also the motive force of the revolution and construction. 

The Juche idea is based on the philosophical principle that man is the master of everything and decides everything. It 

is the man-centred world outlook and also a political philosophy to materialize the independence of the popular 

masses. A philosophy which elucidates the theoretical basis of politics that leads society along the right path.  

The Government of the DPRK steadfastly maintains Juche in all realms of the revolution and construction. 

Establishing Juche means adopting the attitude of a master towards the revolution and construction of one's 

country. It means maintaining an independent and creative standpoint in finding solutions to the problems which 

arise in the revolution and construction. It implies solving those problems by one's own efforts and in conformity 

with the actual conditions of one's own country. The realization of independence in politics, self-sufficiency in the 

economy and self-reliance in national defence is a principle the Government maintains consistently. 

The Korean people value the independence of the country and nation and, under the pressure of imperialists and 

dominationsts, have thoroughly implemented the principle of independence, self-reliance and self-defence, 

defending the country's sovereignty and dignity firmly. Songun politics is rooted in the military-priority ideology that 

embodies the Juche idea. President Kim Il Sung is a founder of Songun ideology and an outstanding leader of the 

Songun revolution. He inherited a revolutionary heritage of two pistols from his father and made a determination to 

restore the lost country with an armed struggle. 

The formation of the "Down-with-Imperialism Union" by the President in October Juche 15 (1926) was a 

proclamation of do-or-die battle to crush the Japanese imperialists. The two pistols left over by his father, Kim Hyong 

Jik and the program of the "Down-with-Imperialism Union" pointing out a staunch anti-imperialist and independent 

stand are the starting point of Songun ideology, ideology of giving precedence to arms and the military. 

General Kim Jong Il determined that the line of the Songun revolution be held fast to as long as the enemies survive 

and their aggressive attempts continue. He has unfolded the Songun politics and defended socialism with the might 

of the Songun politics and advanced the independent cause of the mankind.   

The Korean People's Army (KPA) constitutes the military force of North Korea and, under the Songun policy, the 

central institution of North Korean society. Kim Jong-un is the Supreme Commander of the Korean People's Army 

and Chairman of the Central Military Commission. The KPA defence force consists of five branches: Ground Force, 

the Navy, the Air Force, the Strategic Rocket Forces, and the Special Operation Force. The Worker-Peasant Red 

Guards come under control of the KPA. 

However, today the ties of friendship between Korea and many other countries of the world have become closer; 

the Korean people's cause of national reunification and socialist construction is gaining increasing support and 

encouragement. 

Committees supporting Korea's reunification have been organized in many countries of the world and are active. In 

addition, the International Institute of the Juche Idea and organizations for the study of the Juche idea including 

regional institutes established in Latin America, Asia, Europe and Africa are expanding their sphere of activity. The 

Government of the Republic makes contributions to ensuring the peace and security of the Korean peninsula, Asia 

and other parts of the world through its invariable independent stand, policies for its peaceful reunification and 

nuclear development for peaceful purpose.  
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Actor Brief: China 

China and North Korea have, in the past, enjoyed close diplomatic relations. However, China–North Korea relations 

have declined markedly over the past few years. The decline in China–North Korea relations is primarily due to 

growing concern in China over issues such as North Korea's nuclear weapons program and its impoundment of 

Chinese fishing boats. Favourable views of North Korea among Chinese people appear to be receding as well. 

According to a 2014 BBC World Service Poll, 20% of Chinese people view North Korea's influence positively, with 46% 

expressing a negative view. 

China and North Korea share a 1,416-kilometer long border that corresponds to the course of the Yalu and Tumen 

rivers. In the 1950s and 1960s, many ethnic Koreans in Northeast China crossed the border into North Korea to 

escape economic hardship and famine in China. In recent years, the flow of refugees has reversed, with a 

considerable number of North Koreans fleeing to China. China's economic assistance to North Korea accounts for 

about half of all Chinese foreign aid. Beijing provides the aid directly to Pyongyang, thereby enabling it to bypass the 

United Nations. During the period of severe food shortage between 1996 and 1998, Beijing provided unconditional 

food aid to North Korea. 

China is North Korea’s most important ally, biggest trading partner, and main source of food and energy. It has 

helped sustain Kim Jong-un’s regime, and has historically opposed harsh international sanctions on North Korea in 

the hope of avoiding regime collapse and a refugee influx across their 870-mile border. Pyongyang’s fifth nuclear test 

and ongoing missile launches have complicated its relationship with Beijing, which has continued to advocate for the 

resumption of the Six Party Talks, the multilateral framework aimed at denuclearizing North Korea. A purge of top 

North Korean officials since its young leader came to power and the assassination of Kim Jong-nam, Kim Jong-un’s 

exiled half-brother, also renewed concern from China about the stability and direction of North Korean leadership.  

Beijing has taken some limited measures to squeeze Pyongyang economically. In February 2017, China’s commerce 

ministry temporarily suspended coal imports from North Korea through the rest of the year, a move that enhances 

the effectiveness of existing UN sanctions against North Korea. Beijing had previously banned coal imports from 

North Korea in April 2016 but had allowed exceptions for “people’s well-being.” The Global Times, a semi-official 

Chinese newspaper, suggested in an April 2017 editorial that China may be supportive of measures banning oil 

exports to North Korea should Pyongyang conduct further nuclear tests. Western regional experts speculate that 

such actions may suggest that the Chinese regime is “losing patience” with Pyongyang, while others say that these 

shifts by Beijing are merely tactical. 

China regards stability on the Korean peninsula as its primary interest. Its support for North Korea ensures a friendly 

nation on its north-eastern border and provides a buffer between China and the democratic South, which is home to 

around twenty-nine thousand U.S. troops and marines. “Chinese leaders have no love for Kim Jong-un’s regime or its 

nuclear weapons, but it dislikes even more the prospect of North Korea’s collapse and the unification of the Korean 

Peninsula with Seoul as the capital.” Beijing has consistently urged world powers not to push Pyongyang too hard, 

for fear of precipitating regime collapse and triggering dangerous military action.  

The spectre of hundreds of thousands of North Korean refugees flooding into China is also a huge worry for Beijing. 

This issue is already a problem for China: Beijing began constructing a barbed-wire fence more than a decade ago to 

prevent migrants from crossing, but the International Rescue Committee estimates thirty to sixty thousand North 

Korean refugees live in China, though some nongovernmental organizations believe the total to be more than two 

hundred thousand.  

Though Beijing favours a stable relationship with Pyongyang, it has also sought to bolster its relations with Seoul in 

the South. China’s Xi Jinping met several times with now ousted South Korean President Park Geun-hye, while he has 

yet to visit or receive the North’s Kim. China was the destination for a quarter of South Korea’s exports in 2016, 

amounting to $124 million, but recently China has taken retaliatory measures against South Korean businesses to 

oppose the deployment of a U.S. Terminal High Altitude Area Defence, or THAAD, missile defence system in South 

Korea’s eastern province of North Gyeongsang.  



 

Actor Brief: Japan6 

The foreign ministers of Japan and North Korea recently held talks for the first time in three years amid expectations 

that Pyongyang may start taking concrete steps toward denuclearization and engage in more dialogue. Foreign 

Minister Taro Kono told reporters that he sat down with North Korean counterpart Ri Yong Ho for about 20 minutes 

at U.N. headquarters, without giving further details. 

The meeting in New York, where the 73rd session of the General Assembly was underway, came a day after South 

Korea’s presidential office revealed that North Korean leader Kim Jong Un expressed, during the inter-Korean 

summit in Pyongyang, his preparedness to engage in direct talks with Japan at an “appropriate time.” “I have been 

debriefed that it was a substantial sit-down-style meeting,” Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga told a regular 

news conference in Tokyo. But Suga also said he would refrain from disclosing what the two foreign ministers 

discussed. 

Kono is believed to have conveyed Japan’s stance that economic assistance will come after North Korea acts to 

dismantle its missile and nuclear programs and tackles the abduction issue, and following the normalization of 

bilateral relations. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has expressed a willingness to meet with Kim to resolve the long-stalled issue over 

Japanese who were abducted by North Korean agents in the 1970s and 1980s. “To settle the abduction issue, it is 

necessary for Japan and North Korea to talk directly,” said a senior Japanese diplomat who spoke on condition of 

anonymity. 

Relatives abducted by North Korea reiterated their call for the government to step-up efforts to realize the early 

homecoming of their loved ones at a meeting in Tokyo. The meeting, attended by about 1,000 people, took place at 

a time when there have been no visible moves over the issue since it was taken up by U.S. President Donald Trump 

at a historic summit with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Singapore in June. 

“My mission will not end until the day comes when the abduction victims and their relatives hug each other,” Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe told the Tokyo meeting, reiterating his hope of holding a meeting with Kim to resolve the long-

standing problem. He participated in the gathering ahead of his departure to New York later in the day for the U.N. 

General Assembly. 

South Korean President Moon Jae-in told Abe that during the inter-Korean summit he touched on the importance of 

improving ties with Japan and that Kim, in response, voiced readiness to do so by resuming talks with Tokyo when an 

opportune time arises. 

It was the first time since August 2015 that a foreign ministerial meeting has taken place between Japan and North 

Korea, according to Japan’s Foreign Ministry. Those talks were held between Fumio Kishida and Ri Su Yong. 

Kono’s meeting with the North Korean minister followed a brief chat they had on Aug. 3 in Singapore on the 

sidelines of a regional security forum. Kim has committed to the complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula 

and U.S. President Donald Trump has also been saying he wants to meet with Kim again following their historic 

summit in Singapore in June. U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo is scheduled to visit North Korea in October as 

part of efforts to arrange a second summit between Trump and Kim.  
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Actor Brief: South Korea7 

In May 2017 Moon Jae-in was elected President of South Korea with a promise to return to the Sunshine Policy. The 

aim of this policy is to soften North Korea's attitudes towards the South by encouraging interaction and economic 

assistance. It has three basic principles: No armed provocation by the North will be tolerated, the South will not 

attempt to absorb the North in any way, and The South actively seeks cooperation and promote reconciliation. 

In his New Year address for 2018, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un proposed sending a delegation to the upcoming 

Winter Olympics in South Korea. The Seoul–Pyongyang hotline was reopened after almost two years. At the Winter 

Olympics, North and South Korea marched together in the opening ceremony and fielded a united women's ice 

hockey team. As well as the athletes, North Korea sent an unprecedented high-level delegation, headed by Kim Yo-

jong, sister of Kim Jong-un, and President Kim Yong-nam, and including performers like the Samjiyon Orchestra. The 

delegation passed on an invitation to President Moon to visit North Korea. Following the Olympics, authorities of the 

two countries raised the possibility that they could host the 2021 Asian Winter Games together. On 1 April, South 

Korean K-pop stars performed a concert in Pyongyang entitled "Spring is Coming", which was attended by Kim Jong-

un and his wife. Meanwhile, propaganda broadcasts stopped on both sides. 

On 27 April, a summit took place between Moon and Kim in the South Korean zone of the Joint Security Area. It was 

the first time since the Korean War that a North Korean leader had entered South Korean territory. North Korean 

leader Kim Jong-un and South Korea's President Moon Jae-in met at the line that divides Korea. The summit ended 

with both countries pledging to work towards complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. They also vowed 

to declare an official end to the Korean War within a year. As part of the Panmunjom Declaration which was signed 

by leaders of both countries, both sides also called for the end of longstanding military activities in the region of the 

Korean border and a reunification of Korea. Also, the leaders agreed to work together to connect and modernise 

their railways. 

Moon and Kim met a second time on 26 May to discuss Kim's upcoming summit with Trump. The summit led to 

further meetings between North and South Korean officials during June. On June 1, officials from both countries 

agreed to move forward with the military and Red Cross talks. They also agreed to reopen a jointly operated liaison 

office in Kaesong that the South had shut down in February 2016 after a North Korean nuclear test. The second 

meeting, involving the Red Cross and military, was held at North Korea's Mount Kumgang resort on June 22 where it 

was agreed that family reunions would resume. After the summit in April, a summit between US President Donald 

Trump and Kim Jong-un was held on 12 June 2018 in Singapore. South Korea hailed it as a success. 

South Korea announced on 23 June 2018 that it would not conduct annual military exercises with the USA in 

September, and would also stop its own drills in the Yellow Sea, in order to not provoke North Korea and to continue 

a peaceful dialog. On 1 July 2018 South and North Korea have resumed ship-to-ship radio communication, which 

could prevent accidental clashes between South and North Korean military vessels around the Northern Limit Line 

(NLL) in the West (Yellow) Sea. On 17 July 2018, South and North Korea fully restored their military communication 

line on the western part of the peninsula. 

South Korea and North Korea competed as "Korea" in some events at the 2018 Asian Games. The co-operation 

extended to the film industry, with South Korea giving their approval to screen North Korean movies at the country's 

local festival while inviting several moviemakers from the latter. 

In August 2018 reunions of families divided since the Korean War took place at Mount Kumgang in North Korea. In 

September, at a summit with Moon in Pyongyang, Kim agreed to dismantle North Korea's nuclear weapons facilities 

if the United States took reciprocal action. The two governments also announced that they would establish buffer 

zones on their borders to prevent clashes. Moon became the first South Korean leader to give a speech to the North 

Korean public when he addressed 150,000 spectators at the Arirang Festival on 19 September 2018.  
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Actor Brief: Russia 

Diplomatic relations between the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

(the predecessor state to the Russian Federation) were first established on October 12, 1948 shortly after the 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea was proclaimed. Though the two were close allies during the Cold War, 

relations between them have loosened since the breakup of the Soviet Union. The relationship gained some 

importance again after Kim Jong-Un accepted an invitation to visit Russia (2014–15). The two states share a border 

along the lower Tumen River, which is 17 kilometres long and was formed in 1860 when the Tsar Alexander II 

acquired territory ceded from China in the Convention of Peking. 

Favourable perceptions of North Korea in Russia are gradually declining, with only 34% of Russians viewing North 

Korea as a friendly nation and 60% of Russians believing that North Korea's nuclear arms pose a threat to other 

countries; only 8% of Russians favour supporting North Korea in a potential conflict.  

Following the North Korean nuclear test, Russia supported a U.N. Security Council resolution regarding the 

introduction of further sanctions against North Korea. Russian presidential press secretary Dmitry Peskov said "the 

Kremlin is concerned over North Korea’s statements about its readiness to use nuclear forces and urges all states to 

display restraint", in response to Kim Jong-un's orders to the military to deploy the nuclear warheads so they can be 

fired at "any moment" and be prepared to launch pre-emptive attacks against its enemies. The Central Bank of 

Russia has ordered all Russian banks to halt financial dealings with North Korean agencies, organizations and 

individuals on the U.N Security Council sanctions list. 

Although traditionally a part of peace talks, the Soviet-era ally of Pyongyang has largely been absent from the public 

debate around the U.S. and North Korea’s increased friction. Russian President Vladimir Putin’s last and brief 

statement about the situation came via his spokesman Dmitry Peskov, and in very general terms. “We urge all 

countries to show restraint and advise them against any action that could mean taking provocative steps, ” said 

Peskov said, adding that the general situation gave Russia “concern.” Subsequent statements from the Kremlin and 

government officials have steered clear of taking any side, even security chief Nikolai Patrushev, who claimed that 

South and North Korea were being “provoked from outside” on Thursday, but didn’t elaborate on who might be 

doing the provoking. 

Putin has shown great interest in the region, not only through his recent visit to Japan and increased diplomacy with 

Tokyo, but also through openly attempting to supplant decreased political and trade ties in Europe over the Ukraine 

conflict with China. Putin cannot afford Russia to be absent from major discussions in its back yard. This is especially 

true considering his current relationship with the new administration in the White House.  

The Kremlin’s relationship with the U.S. has deteriorated under President Trump by its own admission. Trust 

between Moscow and Washington is low, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson acknowledged during his recent visit to the 

Russian capital. The chief reason is that despite overwhelmingly pro-Russian campaign rhetoric, Trump has not 

delivered pro-Russian policies. His defence and state secretaries have reaffirmed support for Ukraine and NATO, 

while the death knell on an early U.S.-Russia rapprochement sounded when Trump ordered a strike on Russian ally 

Syria, earlier this month. The strike, while not causing any Russian casualties, was a “wakeup call and a cold shower 

for Russia” said Alexander Gabuev, Russian foreign policy expert at Moscow’s Carnegie Centre. The strike was a 

shock to Russia and Moscow will want to avoid any similar military surprises in its Pacific backyard, he says, 

especially when nuclear weapons are part of the conversation. “Now Russia thinks Trump is unpredictable and they 

see this administration as out of its depth on the North Korean issue,” Gabuev says. 

That is not to say that Russia is ready to endorse the Kim regime’s desire for nuclear arms. “Russia does not want to 

see a nuclear North Korea which could stimulate a nuclear South Korea and a nuclear Japan,” Manning says. 

Vladivostok is a city located at the head of the Golden Horn Bay, not far from Russia's borders with China and North 

Korea. The city is the home port of the Russian Pacific Fleet, consisting of some 50 warships and 23 submarines, and 

the largest Russian port on the Pacific Ocean.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


