
  Is lamic State (of Iraq and the Levant) 
 
Rejoice, oh believers, for the will of God, the Almighty, has been revealed to the 
umma, and the Muslim nation is reunited under the banner of the reborn Caliphate. 
 
Over the past two years our forces have won control of large areas of eastern Syria 
and northern Iraq from the apostates and hypocrites. The (Sunni) population has 
rallied to our cause, tired of Shiite dictatorship and longing for the way of sharia. 
Foreign fighters join us by the hundreds and thousands. In routing the enemy we 
have captured considerable military equipment. Control of Syrian oil fields as well as 
the seizure of enemy assets has enriched our coffers. Mass executions of prisoners 
have spread terror and fear among our enemies. 
 
Our enemies fear the rise of the Muslims, and seek to humiliate and destroy the 
faithful. They have banded together in a coalition of infidels, apostates and 
hypocrites, bombing our fighters and installations. 
 
In the past the support of the Sunni tribes has been of great assistance. Their 
continued loyalty to the cause of the Islamic State cannot be fully relied upon, 
however. Disloyal tribes must be dealt with harshly, lest treason gain a foothold. 
 
No compromise with the Shiites is possible, for they are truly the sons of pigs and 
dogs. 
 
The Kurdish forces are our enemies, for they honour not the path of Islam, but rather 
seduce their people with the false promise of secular nationalism. Our military forces 
warily face each other east of Mosul, and we fight with Kurdish militias within Syria. 
 
It goes without saying that the infidel Americans and apostate Shiite Iranians seek to 
spread evil and foil the righteous cause of the faithful. Because of their support the 
Caliphate has suffered a number of recent battlefield losses, especially in Iraq. To 
compensate for this, and to rally the faithful, martyrdom operations have been 
undertaken in Paris, Brussels, and elsewhere. 
 
We call upon all true Islamic forces to set aside their divisions and identities, and join 
the Islamic state. 



  Government of Iraq 
 
 
Haider al-Abadi is a member of the al-Dawa Party and has served as Prime Minister 
of Iraq since August 2014. He replaced Nouri al-Maliki (2006-2014), who is also a 
member of the same political party. Al-Maliki’s authoritarian manner had alienated 
many inside and outside the country.  
 
The government draws much of its support from the Shiite community, which 
comprises three-quarters of the population of Iraq. The government controls the 
Iraqi military. Spurred by a call by Ayatollah Sistani, tens of thousands of Shiites have 
also volunteered to join Shi’ite militias. These have proven a valuable asset on the 
battlefield. 
 
The challenge of Daesh (ISIL) is a grave one, for these brutal terrorists will stop at 
nothing to spread death and destruction. They have executed many hundreds of 
captured Iraqi soldiers and Shiite civilians. Daesh is supported by many Sunni tribes 
and politicians, who either share their sectarian fanaticism, or who are ex-Baathists 
longing for the days of Saddam. However, the government is open to addressing 
some Sunni grievances.  
 
Daesh may receive indirect support from Saudi Arabia and Qatar, and possibly from 
Turkey too. 
 
The Kurds have been useful military allies, but cannot be fully trusted. They are using 
the crisis to appeal for military aid from abroad. Their long-term separatist agenda 
could prove as dangerous to the unity of Iraq as Daesh. You must dissuade other 
countries from providing them with heavy weapons. 
 
You have received limited military support from both Iran and the US, largely in the 
form of arms and advisors. US forces are training the Iraqi army, while Iranian 
advisors have been working closely with the various Shiite militias. The US has also 
conducted some limited airstrikes. You should attempt to maintain good relations 
with both. 



  Sunni Opposition 

 
 
Sunnis represent almost half of the population of the country. Despite this, since the 
overthrow of Saddam Hussein the Sunnis have been marginalized, excluded from 
power and denied a fair share of wealth, first by the American occupation, and now 
by successive Shiite-dominated Iraqi central governments.  
 
The previous government of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki was particularly hostile, 
corrupt, and repressive. It was supported by the United States, and especially by Iran. 
Tehran’s hegemonic ambitions are well-known. Maliki’s replacement, Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abidi, comes from the same Dawa Party and has the same Shiite sectarian 
agenda.  
 
The repression and corruption of the Shiite-controlled government in Baghdad has 
led many Sunnis to ally with ISIL. This brought about remarkable victories, with the 
Iraqi army driven from Mosul and other Sunni areas. However while ISIL is a powerful 
and important ally, it is also a potentially dangerous one. While it is generous to 
those tribes and leaders that support it, opponents have been dealt with severely. 
 
Sunnis might consider reconciliation with the central government if the following 
demands were met: 
 

1. Federalism, with a substantial devolution of power to a Sunni region. 
2. Revenue-sharing (since most oil resources are in Shiite and Kurdish areas). 
3. Establishment of a National Guard under regional control (ie, comprised of 

Sunnis in Sunni areas). 
4. An end to the current de-Bathification laws that discriminate against many 

patriotic Iraqis. 
5. An end to Iranian influence in the Iraqi government. 
6. The dissolution of Shiite sectarian militias. 
7. An end to Kurdish occupation of Kirkuk. 

 
While there are Sunnis within the new cabinet, they are not authentic representatives 
of their people. Moreover, the Baghdad government has recently recruited 
hundreds of thousands of Iranian-trained Shiite paramilitaries to its cause. These 



have inflicted appalling atrocities, destroying Sunni villages and killing or driving out 
their inhabitants. 
 
Sunni relations with the United States have been tumultuous. Many Sunnis fought 
the US occupiers after 2003. Some, however, briefly allied with the Americans in the 
face of Shiite and jihadist threats. 
 
In the case of the Kurds, we have clear differences of opinions with regard to Kirkuk, 
a Sunni Arab city that Kurdish forces have conquered. However, we share some 
interests with regard to the devolution of Iraq into a much more decentralized 
political system. 
 



 Kurdish Regional Government 
 
 
The Kurdish Regional Government exerts control over the Kurdish-majority areas of 
northeastern Iraq. It collects its own oil and other revenues. Kurds represent over 
one quarter of the population of Iraq, and are found in large numbers in Syria, 
Turkey, and Iran. 
 
Deep and historic political rivalries exist between the two major Iraqi Kurdish parties, 
the Kurdish Democratic Party and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. In recent years 
the PUK has weakened, and a third party—Gorran—has become increasingly 
popular. In Syria, Kurds generally support another group, the PYD. The PYD has 
sometimes problematic relations with the KRG. 
 
The KRG, KDP, and PUK each have their own military forces, the Peshmerga. Their 
initial performance was disappointing, largely due to a lack of modern and heavy 
weapons. The KRG also has allies among the Kurds of Syria—although it also views 
the Turkish PKK and its Syrian affiliate, the PYD/YPG, with suspicion as a possible 
rival. The KRG is not eager to commit Kurdish forces outside of Kurdish areas. 
 
The goal of the KRG is eventual independence for Kurdistan. The Iraq government 
strongly opposes this, as do Turkey and Iran. However, day-to-day relations with 
Tehran and Ankara are satisfactory. Relations with the US are excellent, although 
they counsel against independence. 
 
ISIL represents a grave threat. Its Sunni jihadists are hostile to the largely secular 
nationalism of the Kurdish people. Their methods are brutal. They have executed 
captured Kurds and Yezidis en masse. 
 
Former Iraqi Prime Minister al-Maliki was a problematic leader, strong-willed but 
corrupt and authoritarian. His replacement, Haider al-Abidi, is more reasonable, but 
still is at heart a Shiite Arab sectarian politician.  
 
Kurdish relations with the Sunni Arab tribes are mixed. On the one hand, these make 
claim Kurdish territory, notably the mixed city of Kirkuk (which has recently come 
under full Kurdish control). On the other hand, we share a common antipathy to the 
exercise of central authority from Baghdad. 



 I ran 

 
 
The situation in neighbouring Iraq is of grave strategic concern to Iran. Our goals 
and interests there are many: 
 

• To promote political stability. 
• To weaken Sunni jihadist movements, especially the fanatically anti-Shiite ISIL. 

ISIL has engaged in mass atrocities against Shiites and minority groups in the 
areas it has captured. Intelligence suggests that ISIL is receiving financial 
support from Saudi Arabia and several other Gulf states. 

• To protect the Shiite holy places, as well as the Shiite population (comprising 
about two-thirds of the total). 

• To limit and displace US influence. You are strongly opposed to the 
introduction of any US ground forces into the country. 

• To secure influence over Iraqi politicians. 
• To discourage Kurdish separatism. 

 
We have long provided financial support to Iraqi politicians and Shiite militias. 
Current Iraqi Prime Minister (designate) Haidar al-Abadi has been an ally. We hope 
he is less confrontational than his predecessor Nouri al-Maliki, who alienated Sunnis, 
Kurds, and even many Shiites. 
 
In view of the threat posed by ISIL we have stepped up delivery of weapons to the 
Iraqi government, conduct ISR overflights, and have sent combat pilots and military 
advisors. We have also provided extensive support to irregular Shiite militias. Given 
the poor performance of the Iraqi Army these have been essential to stabilizing the 
military situation. 
 
While we have many more military assets available, the Supreme Leader, the 
President, and the Iranian people are all wary about deploying substantial “boots on 
the ground.” Moreover, any large-scale Iranian combat presence would likely 
inflame Sunni opinion. 
 
 



 United States 
 
 
The situation in Iraq is of serious strategic concern to the United States. Our goals 
and interests there are many: 
 

• To promote political stability. 
• To weaken jihadist groups, especially ISIL. ISIL is a brutal Sunni terrorist group 

that threatens the stability of both Iraq and the entire Middle East. Its 
recruitment of foreign (including Western) fighters may pose a future threat to 
homeland security.  

• To limit and displace Iranian influence. We are strongly opposed to the 
introduction of any Iranian ground forces into the country. We fear that 
Iranian-backed Shiite militias are contributing to sectarian polarization. 

 
In the past the US has provided extensive training and material to the Iraqi Army. 
Iraq’s previous prime minister, Nouri al-Maliki, strongly favored his Shiite 
constituency and alienated many Sunnis. The CIA assesses that this Sunni alienation 
has been an important element in the rise of ISIL. We hope that Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abidi will prove more flexible and inclusive. Approximately 60% of Iraq is 
Shiite (Arab), 20% Sunni (Arab), and 20% Kurdish (predominately Sunni). Because of 
this, some decentralization of powers in Iraq may be necessary. Securing the support 
of Sunni tribes will be essential in facing the ISIL threat. The US has favoured the 
formation of a decentralized Iraqi “National Guard” within which Sunni military units 
could be organized to combat ISIL. 
 
In the wake of the grave threat posed by ISIL, the US has also stepped up delivery of 
weapons and dispatched a growing number of military advisors. We also undertake 
ISR overflights, air-drop humanitarian supplies, and conduct frequent airstrikes to 
weaken ISIL and support Kurdish and Iraqi forces.  
 
While the US has many more military assets available, the President, Congress, and 
the American people are all very wary about once more deploying substantial 
“boots on the ground” in Iraq. 
 



	 	

 Kurdish Regional Government 
 
LIMITED HORIZONS. Kurdish politicians are largely focused 
on Kurdistan. 
 
Ongoing effect: Any actions outside Kurdish-majority areas suffer 
a -1 penalty. 
	

 Iran 
 
HEGEMONIC NEIGHBOUR? Iranian involvement in Iraq only 
deepens Sunni suspicions. 
 
Ongoing effect: Any unsuccessful direct actions by Iran against 
Sunni opposition or ISIL provides that actor with a +1 bonus on 
their next action. 
	

 United States 
 
POLITICAL CONTRAINTS. No one at home is eager to get 
sucked back into the Iraqi quagmire. 
 
Ongoing effect: Suffer -1 penalty to all actions that involve use of 
US military ground forces. 
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SUNNI SYMPATHIES. You enjoy a “home court” advantage in 
Sunni-majority areas. 
 
Ongoing effect: All actions taking place in Sunni-majority areas 
gain a +1 bonus. Actions taking place in Shiite or Kurdish-
majority areas suffer a -1 penalty, however. 
	

 Iraqi Government 
 
PATRONAGE AND CORRUPTION. Government actions are 
hampered by corruption, political infighting, patronage, and 
weak institutions.  
 
Ongoing effect: All actions suffer a -1 penalty. 
	

 Sunni opposit ion  
 
FEAR AND LOATHING. Sunnis might fear ISIL, but they might 
loathe the Shiite-dominated central government even more. 
 
Ongoing effect: Any actions taken directly against ISIL suffer a -2 
penalty. Actions taken against non-ISIL actors in Sunni-majority 
areas gain a +1 bonus. 
	



 

 I raqi Government 
 
MILITARY SHORTCOMINGS. Despite billions in weapons 
and training, the Iraqi armed forces are poorly organized and led, 
and riddled with patronage and corruption.  
 
Ongoing effect: All military actions outside of Baghdad and 
Shiite areas suffer a -1 penalty. 
	

  

The Enduring Curse of Unforeseen 
Consequences and Second Order Effects 
 
ONGOING EFFECT: Whenever a double is rolled, ISIL may take 
an immediate action. This action must pertain to the immediately 
prior action for which the double was rolled. 
	


